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SUBJECT: SUBSTANTIVE REPORTING ON UGANDA: DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL SITUATION 

THE FONOFF HAS PROVIDED US WITH A JULY REPORT FROM 
ITS EMBASSY IN KAMPALA CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
AN INVESTIGATIVE COMMISSION IN UGANDA. ITS TEXT 
FOLLOWS: BEGIN TEXT 

FOLLOWING A REVIVAL OF INTERNATIONAL PUBLICITY 
ABOUT THE DISAPPEARANCE OF RATHER LARGE NUMBERS OF 
UGANDANS DURING THE YEARS SINCE AMIN TOOK OVER POWER 
(E.G. THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF JURISTS AND 
PRESS CONFERENCES HELD BY FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER 
KIBEDI IN PARIS AND LONDON), AMIN, CORRECTLY RECOGNIZING 
THAT THE INTERNATIONAL IMAGE OF HIS COUNTRY IS BADLY IN 
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COMMISSION TO LOOK INTO THE BACKGROUND OF THE DIS- 
APPEARANCES AND OF THE MURDERS THAT HAVE BEEN COMMITTED. 

IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT JUSTICE MOHAMED SAIED, AN 
ASIAN WITH BRITISH CITIZENSHIP, WAS NAMED AS CHAIRMAN. 

SAIED HAS COME INTO PROMINENCE AS A RESULT OF THE 
RECENTLY CONCLUDED INVESTIGATIONS OF LAND DISPUTES OF 
THE ANGLICAN CHURCH IN UGANDA. THE OTHER MEMBERS OF 
THE COMMISSION ARE TWO HIGH RANKING POLICE OFFICERS AND 
CAPTAIN HARUNA, WHO REPRESENTS THE ARMY AND PRESUMABLY 
ACTS AS AMIN'S CONFIDANT ON THE COMMITTEE. 

THE COMMITTEE INITIALLY ADJOURNED, NOT DEFINITIVELY 
AS REPORTED IN THE BRITISH PRESS BUT RATHER FOR A 
PERIOD OF TWO WEEKS IN ORDER TO COLLECT EVIDENCE. THEIR 
REPORT IS DUE, AT THE LATEST, AT THE END OF SEPTEMBER 
OF THIS YEAR. THE AUTHORITIES AND THE UGANDAN PUBLIC 
HAVE BEEN CALLED UPON TO PROVIDE INFORMATION, AND THE 
NAMES OF THE INFORMANTS, IF THEY SO DESIRE, WILL BE KEPT 
SECRET. 

THE COMMISSION S TASK, WHICH IS NOT ONLY TO CLEAR 
UP PAST EXCESSES BUT ALSO TO MAKE EXPRESS PROPOSALS AS 
TO HOW THIS CAN BE PREVENTED IN THE FUTURE, IS 
NATURALLY AN EXTREMELY DELICATE ONE. IT CAN BE 
ASSUMED THAT CERTAIN HAPPENINGS WILL BE EXCLUDED FROM 
CONSIDERATION— FOR EXAMPLE, THOSE IN WHICH THE PRESIDENT 
WAS INVOLVED. AN INDICATION OF THIS IS GIVEN BY THE 
PROVISION THAT QUESTIONS OF STATE SECURITY ARE TO BE 
EXCLUDED. IN ADDITION, THE "NATURAL ACCOMPANYING 
CIRCUMSTANCES” OF THE ASSUMPTION OF POWER AND OF THE 
REPULSION OF THE ATTEMPTED INVASION IN SEPTEMBER 1972 
ARE TO BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION. 

DESPITE THESE LIMITATIONS, THIS APPEARS TO BE 
NOT SIMPLY A PROPAGANDA MANEUVER BUT RATHER A GENUINE 
ATTEMPT TO IMPROVE INTERNAL SECURITY —AN ATTEMPT WHOSE 
PROSPECTS FOR SUCCESS CANNOT YET BE ESTIMATED, HOWEVER. 
HOW URGENT IT IS TO HAVE SOMETHING DONE HAS ONCE AGAIN 
BEEN MADE CLEAR BY THE RECENT DISAPPEARANCE OF KUNGU 
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KARUMBA, A FORMER ALLY OF KENYATTA'S WHO WAS ON A 
BUSINESS TRIP IN UGANDA. IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE THAT AMIN 
(WHO IS IN ANY CASE PROBABLY PRETTY WELL AWARE OF THE 
BACKGROUND AS A RESULT OF HIS NETWORK OF INFORMANTS) 
WANTS A POINT OF LEVERAGE TO LIMIT THE POWER OF CERTAIN 
PERSONS, E.G. IN THE SPECIAL BRANCH (SECRET SERVICE), 

IN THE PUBLIC SAFETY UNIT, OR IN THE MILITARY POLICE, 

SINCE HE IS NO LONGER AS DEPENDENT ON THEM AS HE ONCE 
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WAS. END TEXT. 
HILLENBRAND 
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